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SUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


INDEX -CATALOGUE 


The Army Medical Library has decided to bring the Index -Cata- 
e toa close. Following publication of the volume currently in prep- 
on, the Library plans to publish a volume or volumes which will 
e the record of its monographic holdings complete up to the mid- 
ntury mark; and, beyond that, to publish selectively the most useful 
rtion of the vast backlog of over 1,750,000 yet-unpublished refer- 
es which have accumulated over the years. 
At the same time, the Library’s Current List of Medical Litera- 
e will be augmented and improved in such a manner as to provide 
bre effective service. An author index will be added; a standard 
t of journals to be covered regularly will be introduced; classifica - 
n by broad journal groupings will be abandoned; the format and fre- 
ency of publication may be altered; and a cumulative subject index 
ll be provided. 
Provision for a continuing record of the Library’s monographic 
dings has been assured in the form of an annual supplement to the 
brary of Congress Catalog of Printed Cards. 


The Index-Catalogue was planned in the mid-19th century, when 
dical research and the publication resulting from that research haa 
altogether different character from that of the mid-20th century. 

fields have opened; millions of dollars have been poured into or- 
nized medical research, and as a consequence the literature has in- 
eased explosively. This greatly increased publication has had to be 
ced into a device which was intrinsically non-current; the alphabeti- 
] sequence of publication made it necessary to defer publication of 
hy entries until twenty years and more had elapsed, thus greatly 
minishing the social utility of the work. 

The Army Medical Library believes that its work must be much 
bre closely integrated with current medical research. It is and 
continue to be a center of historical research in the medical 
iences, but it cannot justify its existence by attempting to continue 

orm of publication which is no longer feasible. 














nting cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 








FEBRUARY 19 


COOPERATIVE CATALOGING AGREEMENT 


Final details of a new cooperative cataloging agreement betwee, 
the Library of Congress and the Army Medical Library are being dis. 
cussed as this issue goes to press. Both institutions hope to make 
available to medical libraries complete sets of AML catalog cards, 
It is expected that information about the agreement, the procedure for 


ordering these card sets andthe subscription price will be availabe} 





within the next month. 

A special supplement to the Library of Congress Author Catal 
for 1949 will contain cards prepared at the Army Medical Library, 
The supplement, priced at $12.50, will contain about 20,000 author an 
added entries. It may be ordered from the Card Division, Library ¢ 
Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 

It should be noted that the supplement will not contain AML caré 


for titles cataloged by the Library of Congress and represented by} 


printed cards in the LC Author Catalog. 





COMMITTEE ON SCOPE AND COVERAGE 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the History of Medicine| 


Division, met with the Committee on Scope and Coverage on 9 January 
to discuss with the Committee what he.felt should be the scope and 
coverage of the Army Medical Library in the field of rare books and 
the history of medicine. 
The Committee met on 17 January with Major Rogers and the 

following librarians: 

Mrs. Leila F. Clark - Smithsonian Institution 

Miss Margaret Doonan’ - National Institutes of Health 

Miss Alva R. Neville U. S. Department of Labor 

Mrs. Ellen Commons Federal Security Agency 

Miss Bella E. Shachtman - U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Miss Ruth E. Rodier - Naval Medical Center 


to discuss the question of overlapping subject collections in govern- 
mental libraries. The Committee will use the information obtained 
at that meeting and at follow-up visits to the libraries involved as the 
basis for its recommendations on the scope and coverage of the Army 
Medical Library in para-medical and quasi-medical fields. 


AML CLASSIFICATION 


All copies of the Army Medical Library Classification, Prelimi- 


nary Edition, have been distributed and it is now officially out of print. } 





ee 


a 


Saree 





+ 



























ture 


refe 
for 


aeroracset ao so PB 








between 
eing dis. 
to make 
«Cards, 
dure for 
available 





r Catalog , 
Library, 
ithor an¢ 
ibrary oi 


ML cari 
ented by F 


ledicine 
January 
pe and 
Oks and 





and the 


lture | 


govern: 
tained 
d as the 
1e Army> 





relimi- 


ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


OLED LOLA T LE NEL TATRA LNAI LOL LILLIE LLL EAL EOLA LILLE! AES DE TELE LEIA 





AUTHOR INDEX TO CURRENT LIST 


The January Index number of the Current List of Medical Litera - 
ture will appear the first week in February. Besides some minor 
changes in format and the addition of a limited number of cross 
references to the subject index, a major innovation is the presence 
for the first time of a complete author index. 








EXHIBITS 


The January exhibit consisted of papers announcing the discover- 
ies of several important antibiotics. Beginning with Emmerich’s 
paper on pyocyanase in 1899, the display contained penicillin (Fleming, 
Florey, Chain), tyrothricin (Dubos), streptomycin (Waksman), poly- 
mixin (Stansly), aureomycin (Duggar), and chloromycetin (Burkholder). 

The February exhibit will be on the discoveries of Sir Patrick 
Manson, through which a new era was initiated and tropical medicine 
first placed on a scientific basis. 


BACKLOGS REDUCED 


In an effort to reduce its backlogs, the Catalog Division has in- 
augurated a program of reassigning staff and work. The backlogs 
are of two kinds, the first being materials in languages unfamiliar to 
the staff (Dutch, Czech, Japanese, etc.) The Russian language material 
from this backlog is currently being cataloged. 

The second backlog, consisting of materials to be classified and 
subject headed, is being retired. The job of clearing titles published 
prior to 1920 was assigned to the Descriptive Cataloging Section in 
November. All titles except those on paper unsuitable for binding have 
been fully cataloged. The Subject Cataloging Section staff is making 
progress in the work on titles published since 1920. 


PORTRAIT COLLECTION 


Active solicitation of portraits of persons prominent in medicine 
and its related fields has been resumed. In January, letters were 
mailed to the 1949 Initiates of the American College of Surgeons and 
the response has been very gratifying. 

The Library expects soon to address requests for portraits to 
the Fellows of the American College of Physicians. It would also be 
pleased to receive portraits from physicians not directly solicited. 
Unmounted, glossy prints, autographed and approximately eight by ten 
inches in size are preferred, with the name of the subject and the year 
the photograph was taken on the reverse. They should be addressed 
tothe Catalog Division, Army Medical Library, Washington 25, D. C. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO COLLEAGUES 


Vanderbilt University has conferred the title of Professor of 
Medical Library Science on Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Librarian of 
the University Medical School. 

Miss Janet Doe, formerly assistant librarian, was appointed 


librarian of the NewYork Academy of Medicine Library on the recent 
retirement of Dr. Archibald Malloch. 


BINDING PROGRAM 


In October, the Library was requested to send no material to the 
Government Printing Office for binding until further notice. No addi- 
tional funds have been received and the curtailment of the binding pro- 
gram is a serious handicap in the organization and preservation of the 
Library’s collections. In 1947-48, 25,895 volumes were bound; in 
1948-49, 14,140 volumes; and to date in 1949-50,4,269 volumes. Mem- 
bers of the Binding Section staff have been detailed to other duties. 


RECENT MEETINGS 


Major Frank B. Rogers spent 23 January in Montreal at the 
annual meeting of the board of curators of the Osler Library, McGill 
University, of which he is a member ex officio. 

Major Rogers, Mr. Scott Adams and Miss M. Ruth MacDonald 
attended the mid-winter meeting of the American Library Association 
in Chicago, 26 to 29 January. Mr. Adams gave a report on the orm 
ganization of acquisition interests within the Association. Miss Mac 
Donald is a member of the ALA Nominating Committee and of the ALA 


Council. She gave a report at the meeting of the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification. 


STAFF NOTES 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the History of Medicine 
Division, spent the month of January in Washington, at the Library of 
Congress, conducting a survey of the Rossi collection of maps and 
documents relating to Marco Polo. 

Dr. Wilson has an article, ‘‘Historical Libraries - New Style,” 
in College and Research Libraries, Vol. XI, No. 1, January 1950. 

Mr. Karl A. Baer will read a paper on Goethe and the physicians 
of hic time at the Annual Meeting of the American Association of the 
History of Medicine, in Boston, 22 May 1950. 

Dr. Lalla A. Boone, of the Acquisition Division, is the author of 
‘‘A Prediction Regarding the Humboldt Current,’’ appearing in Science; 
Vol. 110, No. 2867, 9 December 1949. 














